
RETAINER AGREEMENT 

This Retainer Agreement is entered into this 26th day of 

August, 1996, between the Board of County Commissioners of Nassau 

County, Florida (the "Countyu) and the law firm of Nabors, Giblin 

& Nickerson, P.A. ("NG&NI1) to provide for the service by NG&N as 

special counsel to the County. 

WHEREAS, NG&N possesses un.iql~e experience and expertise i r i  

Florida state and local finance and tax and local government law; 

WHEREAS, NG&N is willing to ccmmit to he available c o  provlde 

legal services and related assistance to the County on such issues 

as requested; and 

.WHEREAS. the a~.~ai:lability ~f si.;.ch spec:ial c:c.!insel ser:/:c::s t c i  

tlicj Cr~unty o.n 3n as r1eedeG DLS~S w i l l  sc. ic~~s 2.3 a. r es r~ l i r ce  to and 

enhance the exi st ir,y capahi1.ities 3: t.he County At:corl;:2!,. aad the 

C c ~ r n t y  Coordinator. 

In recog~ition of such acknowledgments, the parti39 flc-reti:, 

agree as follows: 

SECTION 1. Scope of Services: General. NG&N agrees to serve 

as special comael to the County and to ke available. to prcvide 

legal services and other assistance to the County Coordinator and 

County Attorney on Florida fina~ce and tax issues and other issues 

and matters of local government law. Such legal services shall 

generally include the following: 

(a) general advice and research; 

(b) rendering of formal written 
opinions ; 



(c) drafting of ordinances, resolutions, 
legislation and other agreements and 
documents; 

(d) assistance in the defense or 
prosecution of litigation; 

(e) advice and researcn on the 
feasibility and legal sufficiency of potential 
debt financing concepts and structure; 

(f) advice and research on the 
feasibility and legal sufficiency of statutory 
and home rule alternative revenue resources, 
including, but i10t limited to, special 
assessments, impact fees, user fees and 
stormwater utility fees or special 
assessments; 

(g) advice an intergovernmental issl~es, 
including annexation matters; 

(h) governanqe ;liternati.ires for the 
de' ,.lvery .' - of C o ~ r , + _ y  servicss cr the prsviding 
of a1 ternat ive revenile .ir,iLi ati-ges ; an2 

!ii advice arid research :xi public 
utility operation, eonczrr~er~i: extensiorr 
strategies, artd other ut.iiity issues, 
~ncluding, but not limited ts: infrastruct.ure 
d.evelopment and ext~~sion approaches, u t.ilit-y 
valuation methods, and reyulaticn or 
acquisition strategies. 

SECTION 2. Service as Bond Counsel. NG&N also agrees to be 

available at the request of the County to serve as Bond Counsel tc 

the County on any bond financing. In such capacity as Bond 

Courlsel, NG&N shall perform che following tasks: 

(a) consultation with County officials 
and staff concerning all legal questions 
relating to the incurment of debt; 

(b) attendance, upon request, at any 
meeting of the County Commission or any 
meeting of staff on issues relating to the 
issuance of bonds or the incurment of debt; 

(c) preparation of all resolutions and 
other instruments authorizing and securing 
bonds required in connection with their 
issuance; 



(d) assistance to the County and its 
financial advisors and investment bankers in 
formulating financing plans and drafting 
disclosure documents for public offering of 
bonds and notes; 

(el analysis and resolutions of tax 
problems associated with financing plans, 
including preparation of ruling requests and 
contacts with the U.S. Treasury; 

if) preparation o1 pleadings and other 
documentati.on required in ccnnect ion with the 
validation of bonds; and, if requested, 
conduct validation hearing on the bonds and 
represent the County in ar.y bond validation 
appeal; and 

ig) preparation and review of all 
documentation required for bond sales and 
closings, including customary resol-ut ions and 
certificates, and delivery oC a rl~stomary bond 
counsel approving op in ion  on t,he bvnds at 
elosing . 

The fse far service as Ror~d Zm!n,3ci. wo-u1.d be agreed to bet.we.r;- 

>T:,;&X and tne Coxiity P-tt-orney ,rp,rlor to the engaysmer:c c,f NG&N as 

Bsnd Cou~sel for each financing. YucL fee would be payah12 from 

. ., bond proceeds and cant lngent 1ip01i t hc D C ) I I ~  clos.j.ng ccc:ix.ring . .in 

the event NG&N has provided legal services for a contemplatec", 

financing that does not close fox any reason, NG&N would not. 

receive the agreed upon fee for service as Bond Counsel ~ u t  would 

be reimbursed for costs incurred as provided in Sectiori 4 of th.is 

Agreement. 

SECTION 3. Compensation. Except as otherwise provided in 

this Agreement or by subsequent agreement with the County Attorney 

or County Coordinator, NG&N shall be compensated for professional 

services at the following hourly rates: 

(a) Firm principals at a rate of $150 
per hour ; 
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agencies. NG&N represents  p r i v a t e  sec to r  c l i e n t s  only i n  the  event 

a  l o c a l  government c l i e n t  r eques t s  such rep resen ta t ion  i n  

implementation of a  p u b l i c / p r i v a t e  venture o r  pa r tne r sh ip .  A s  a  

consequence, no c o n f l i c t  i s  contemplated by t h e  providing of the  

descr ibed s p e c i a l  counsel s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  County. In  t h e  event a  

c o n f l i c t  a r i s e s  between governmental c l i e n t s  of NG&N on an 

i d e n t i f i e d  i ssue ,  NG&N s h a l l  immediat.e.1~ advise t h e  Count:y of such 

con£ l i c t  , r e s ign  from such con£ l i c t i n y  re-present.ation and a s s i s t  

the  c o n f l i c t i n g  governmental c l i e n t  i n  ob ta in ing  o t h e r  counsel.  

S.ECTION 7. Termination. NG&N s h a l l  serve  a s  spec ia l  counsel 

a t  t h e  p leasure  of t h e  County. NGLN s h a l l  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  

te rminate  t h i s  Agreement upon g lv ing  n o t i c e  i r _  wr'tiny t o  the 

County sixty ( 6 0 )  days p r i o r  t o  t h e  d a t e  of t h e  irLten3ed 

9CA23  CF COLIXT-~ ZOMflISSIONERS 
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A t t e s t  : 

r@r-- - Greeson 
Clerk of fourt NABORS, GIBIJIN & NICKERSON, P .  A .  

P. n 
By : &f4h41do,&\ 

Mark G .  Lawso 

Approved as to  form by the 

Michael S. ~ u & n  ' 


